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An aspect of this invention is a computer-executable method
for distributing one or more features associated with infor-
mation to be transported by a communications network that
includes a plurality of end nodes interconnected via a
plurality of network nodes. The method includes receiving
one or more features associated with information to be
transported by the communications network, wherein the
one or more features are specified at an end node of the
plurality of end nodes for receipt by a network node of the
plurality of network nodes; responsive to the one or more
received features, configuring at least a portion of the
communications network to perform actions on information
based upon the features; receiving the information using the
plurality of network nodes; and based at least on the received
features and the configuring, performing one or more actions
with the information. [llustratively, the one or more actions
comprise sending the information to one or more edge entity
nodes in accordance with the configuring and the received
features.
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PERFORMING VALUE AND CONTEXT
AWARE COMMUNICATIONS NETWORKING

CROSS-REFERENCE TO A RELATED PATENT
APPLICATION

This patent application is a continuation patent applica-
tion of co-pending U.S. patent application Ser. No. 13/651,
951 filed Oct. 15, 2012, the disclosure of which is incorpo-
rated by reference herein in its entirety.

GOVERNMENT RIGHTS

This invention was made with Government support under
Contract No.: W911NF-06-3-0001 awarded by the U.S.
Army. The Government may have certain rights in this
invention.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The exemplary embodiments of this invention relate
generally to communications networks and more particu-
larly to performing value and context aware communica-
tions networking.

BACKGROUND

The networking infrastructure of a “smart” city or urban-
ized area may be called upon to support the task require-
ments of multiple end users such as a plethora of municipal,
governmental, and public safety agencies. As these agencies
execute various intra- and inter-agency tasks and missions,
the networking infrastructure should be capable of support-
ing the communication needs of these tasks and missions.
For example, modern packet-based communication systems
strive to attain and maintain desirable network-level metrics
in terms of bandwidth, delay, jitter, and probability of loss.
These metrics are often specified in terms of a desired
Quality-of-Service (QoS). Transmissions may be organized
and network resources provisioned to support a limited
number of classes of service. For example, traffic-engi-
neered Multiprotocol Label Switching (MPLS) may be
employed to support a limited number of classes of service
such as best-effort, constant-bit-rate, or variable-bit-rate.
MPLS is a technique for directing data from one network
node to the next based on short path labels rather than long
network addresses, thereby avoiding complex lookups in a
routing table. The labels identify virtual links (paths)
between distant nodes rather than the endpoints themselves.

Depending on the intended end use of the information that
is transported by the packets, improving performance at the
network level in terms of QoS may not necessarily improve
utility or value for end users. For example, several tasks may
utilize video feeds which consume significant amounts of
bandwidth. Illustrative tasks that are associated with video
feeds include traffic control, safety surveillance, utility grid
monitoring, and assisting first responders. Thus, several
ongoing agency tasks may require the use of bandwidth-
demanding video feeds collected from a large number of
cameras that have been installed throughout a city. However,
a particular video feed could comprise, for example, a scene
of an empty street containing no activity of interest. Hence,
the specific feed would be of low value, even though
significant network resources are consumed to transport it.
Dedicating precious resources to support a low-value task
means that the network may lack additional resources to
support contemporaneous high-value activities such as
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video feeds from a traffic accident, the scene of a crime, or
a chemical spill. In order to support the information needs of
tasks, activities, and missions in a smart city, there is a need
for the underlying communication networks to become
responsive to the needs of end-users as well as the nature of
the tasks, activities, and missions that are to be executed, so
as to increase the overall value of the information that is
delivered to the end users.

SUMMARY

In one aspect thereof the exemplary embodiments of this
invention provide a computer-executable method compris-
ing: receiving one or more features associated with infor-
mation to be transported by a communications network that
includes a plurality of end nodes interconnected via a
plurality of network nodes, wherein the one or more features
are specified at an end node of for receipt by a network node;
responsive to the one or more received features, configuring
at least a portion of the communications network to perform
actions on information based upon the features; receiving
the information using the plurality of network nodes; and
based at least on the received features and the configuring,
performing one or more actions with the information
wherein one or more actions comprise distributing the
information to one or more edge entity nodes in accordance
with the configuring and the received features.

In another aspect, an exemplary computer-executable
method is provided comprising receiving one or more fea-
tures associated with information to be transported by a
communications network that includes a plurality of end
nodes interconnected via a plurality of network nodes,
wherein the one or more features are specified at an end node
for receipt by a network node; configuring at least a portion
of the communications network to perform actions on infor-
mation based upon the features; receiving the information
using the plurality of network nodes; and sending the
information to one or more edge entity nodes in accordance
with the configuring and the received features.

In yet another aspect, an exemplary computer-executable
method is provided comprising receiving one or more fea-
tures associated with information to be transported by a
communications network that includes a plurality of end
nodes interconnected via a plurality of network nodes,
wherein the one or more features are specified at an end node
for receipt by a network node; responsive to the one or more
received features, configuring at least a portion of the
communications network to perform one or more actions on
information; receiving the information using the plurality of
network nodes; and based at least on the received features
and the configuring, sending the information to one or more
edge entity nodes; wherein the configuring further includes
creating one or more decision rules for processing one or
more incoming packets transporting said information and
arriving or expected to arrive at any of the plurality of
network nodes, wherein the one or more features are indica-
tive of a characteristic or category for the information, and
wherein the one or more features are indicative of a value
parameter for the information.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an exemplary communica-
tions network that can be used to implement and practice the
embodiments of this invention.
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FIG. 2 is a block diagram of an exemplary computer
system or data processing system that can be used to
implement and practice the embodiments of this invention.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of an exemplary network node
that can be used to implement and practice the embodiments
of the invention.

FIG. 4 is a flowchart that illustrates an exemplary opera-
tional sequence for implementing and practicing the
embodiments of the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an exemplary communica-
tions network 100 that can be used to implement and
practice the embodiments of this invention. The communi-
cations network 100 includes a plurality of end nodes 40, 41,
42, 50, 51, 52 interconnected via a plurality of network
nodes 30, 31, 32, 33, 34. The plurality of end nodes 40, 41,
42,50, 51, 52 includes one or more edge entity nodes 50, 51,
52 and one or more information provider nodes 40, 41, 42.
The one or more edge entity nodes 50, 51, 52 dynamically,
automatically, and autonomously specify information needs
and at least one operational context without a requirement
for human intervention, as will be described in greater detail
hereinafter. The one or more information provider nodes 40,
41, 42 gather information which is conveyed over one or
more nodes of the plurality of network nodes 30, 31, 32, 33,
34 to the one or more edge entity nodes 50, 51, 52.

The one or more edge entity nodes 50, 51, and 52 are used
by one or more users. These users may represent, for
example, information seekers or information consumers.
Alternatively or additionally, the one or more edge entity
nodes 50, 51 and 52 may represent one or more sensors.
Ilustratively, the one or more edge entity nodes 50, 51, 52
are used by a single end user, a collection of multiple users,
or a surrogate for one or more users. For example, a single
end user may, but need not, comprise a service subscriber. A
collection of multiple users may, but need not, comprise
members of a group in a social network. A surrogate for one
or more users may, but need not, comprise a service provider
that defines one or more desired information features for a
service it offers to its subscribers.

One or more features are specified at an edge entity node
50 of the one or more edge entity nodes 50, 51, 52 for receipt
by at least one network node 30 of the plurality of network
nodes 30, 31, 32, 33, 34. The one or more features are
indicative of at least one characteristic or category for the
information. Additionally or alternatively, the one or more
features are indicative of a value parameter for the infor-
mation. For example, a value parameter may specify that an
edge entity node 50 is only interested in receiving video
feeds that include a desired activity such as an object that is
in motion, e.g., a truck crossing a particular intersection.

The distribution of features includes distribution of at
least one characteristic of information content parameter.
Iustratively, the characteristic of information content
parameter may be conceptualized as identifying a type or
category of information. The distribution of features is
performed by at least a first node 30 of the plurality of
network nodes 30, 31, 32, 33, 34. These features are
distributed to one or more other nodes, such as node 31, of
the plurality of network nodes 30, 31, 32, 33, 34. This
distribution enables one or more of the plurality of network
nodes 30, 31, 32, 33, and 34 to be configured in accordance
with a value parameter or other information received from
an edge entity node such as node 50. The configuration of
one or more of the plurality of network nodes 30, 31, 32, 33,
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and 34 illustratively includes provisioning. At least one of
the information type identifier or the characteristic of infor-
mation content parameter are determined by an edge entity
node 50 of the one or more edge entity nodes 50, 51, 52.
Alternatively or additionally, at least one of the information
type identifier or the characteristics of information content
parameter are determined by an end user at the edge entity
node 50. Alternatively or additionally, at least one of the
information type identifier or the characteristic of informa-
tion content parameter are determined by a sensor that is
operatively coupled to the edge entity node 50. The infor-
mation type identifier is indicative of a type of information
such as, for example, video, audio, structured data, unstruc-
tured data, or text.

The characteristics of information content parameter is
indicative of a desired characteristic or a triggering charac-
teristic pertaining to received information. Illustratively,
more than one characteristics of information content param-
eter may be utilized for the received information, so as to
provide a plurality of characteristics of information content
parameters. For example, the characteristics of information
parameter may specify that information is to be collected
only upon detection of the passing of a truck in the case of
a video. In the case of structured data, the characteristics of
information parameter may specify, for example, that air
quality measurements are only to be collected upon the
crossing or surpassing of a specified air quality threshold.

In addition to determining at least one of the information
type identifier or the characteristics of information content
parameter, the edge entity node 50 may also determine an
operational context for information related to a specific task
athand. For example, an illustrative operational context may
comprise any of current traffic conditions, a user’s physical
condition, or a location and time of data capture. The
determined operational context is used to control an infor-
mation flow corresponding to a feature of interest that is
monitored by an information provider node 40 of the one or
more information provider nodes 40, 41, 42 during execu-
tion of a monitoring task.

For example, the determined operational context may be
used by the edge entity node 50 to change a threshold level
corresponding to monitoring a vital sign of a hospital
patient. The edge entity node 50 will now receive informa-
tion, for example, only if the threshold level is met or
exceeded. Alternatively, the edge entity node 50 can be
programmed to receive information, for example, only if the
threshold level is not exceeded. Alternatively or additionally,
the determined operational context may be used by the edge
entity node 50 to determine which types of information or
how much information will be received at the edge entity
node 50. For example, the edge entity node 50 may be
programmed to transmit only high-emergency alerts to a
user who is currently located in an office complex, whereas
a user who is currently located at the scene of an accident is
only sent information by the edge entity node 50 that
pertains to the accident.

In response to the one or more distributed features that are
distributed by the edge entity node 50, the plurality of
network nodes 30, 31, 32, 33, and 34 are configured to
perform actions on information based on the distributed
features. [lustratively, the plurality of network nodes 30, 31,
32, 33, and 34 are configured by provisioning the nodes. In
accordance with the provisioning, information from the one
or more information provider nodes 40, 41, 42 is then
distributed by one or more of the plurality of network nodes
30, 31, 32, 33 and 34 to one or more of the edge entity nodes
50, 51, or 52. Provisioning may include storing one or more
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states and creating decision rules for processing information
flows arriving or expected to arrive at one or more network
nodes 30, 31, 32, 33 or 34.

Distribution of the information by one or more of the
plurality of network nodes 30, 31, 32, 33 and 34 may include
any of selecting one or more alternative transmission inter-
faces, providing feedback, replicating one or more transmis-
sions, dropping one or more packets, downsampling, upsam-
pling, or padding data with error correction codes.
Alternatively or additionally, distribution may include
selecting which of a plurality of information streams are to
be transmitted first (priority scheduling) over other flows
based on the distributed features and information pertaining
to one or more of the edge entity nodes 50, 51, 52. Alter-
natively or additionally, distribution may include changing
an underlying network configuration for the communica-
tions network 100, such as changing at least one of wireless
transmit power or wireless transmission rate based on the
distributed features and information pertaining to one or
more of the edge entity nodes 50, 51, 52.

As described above, end users, such as edge entity nodes
50, 51, 52 of a network, desire or require certain features
associated with information. For instance, in the video feed
example provided previously, an end user desires or requires
a video feed that is associated with a high traffic volume (for
example, a feature), but instead may receive video with little
or no traffic volume using a prior art approach. To correct
this shortcoming, in an exemplary embodiment, these types
of features are distributed to network nodes that are inter-
mediate provider nodes configured to convey video from a
camera or from an upstream node to a downstream node, and
these features are also distributed to edge entity nodes 50,
51, 52 used to receive the video. One or more of the network
nodes 30, 31, 32, 33, 34 make decisions, based on the
features and also provisioning corresponding to the features,
in order to determine actions to be taken for information
passing through one or more network nodes 30, 31, 32, 33,
34. For the exemplary feature of high traffic volume in a
video, a network node 30 may only, for instance, forward
video having some minimum traffic volume to the edge
entity nodes 50, 51, 52.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of an exemplary computer
system or data processing system 10 that can be used to
implement and practice the embodiments of this invention.
Iustratively, the system of FIG. 2 may be used to imple-
ment one or more of the edge entity nodes 50, 51, 52
depicted in FIG. 1. Additionally or alternatively, the system
of FIG. 2 may be used to implement one or more nodes of
the plurality of network nodes 30, 31, 32, 33, and 34 (FIG.
1). Additionally or alternatively, the system of FIG. 2 may
be used to implement one or more of the information
provider nodes 40, 41, 42 depicted in FIG. 1.

Returning to FIG. 2, the system 10 includes at least one
data processor 12 connected with at least one memory 13.
The memory 13 stores data and programs, such as an
operating system (OS) 13A and related programs such as a
file system. The memory 13 also stores an application
program 15 (source code) written by a programmer or
programmers using, for example, a local user interface 14
and/or a remote user interface via a suitable network inter-
face 16. The application program 15 can be, for example,
any application that is written in a programming language
designed to communicate instructions to a machine. An
exemplary target configuration for the application program
15 can be a communications network 100 (FIG. 1) com-
prised of nodes as shown in FIG. 1 and described previously.

20

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

6

The memory 13 (FIG. 2) stores a program that imple-
ments a compiler 13B. The compiler 13B produces compiled
code 13C from the application program 15. For illustrative
purposes, one suitable compiler is the XI. UPC Compiler
that is available from the assignee of this patent application.
The memory 13 can also store a further program that
implements a tool 13D that operates in accordance with the
exemplary embodiments of the invention. The tool 13D can
be invoked by the programmer using, for example, the user
interface 14. The tool 13D enables the programmer to at
least analyze shared memory accesses by the application
program 15.

Note that the tool 13D need not be instantiated in the
memory 13, and could be resident on another system such as
on another physical system connected through the network
interface 16, or on a virtual system in a cloud computing
environment. That is, the tool 13D need not be co-resident
in the same memory as the compiler 13B and/or the com-
piled code 13C and/or the source code (application program)
15.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of an exemplary network node
30 (FIGS. 1 and 3) that can be used to implement and
practice the embodiments of the invention. The network
node 30 is a smart node that may be implemented, for
example, using a smart network interface card (SmartNIC).
The SmartNIC is a card that combines information technol-
ogy (IT) processing with networking processing and can
perform operations at wire speed. SmartNICs may be based,
for example, upon PowerEN, a next generation network
processor available from IBM in Armonk, N.Y. The Smart-
NIC may, but need not, be equipped with any of various
accelerators including regex, crypto, compression/decom-
pression accelerators, and high-speed network adapters.

Iustratively, the edge entity nodes 50, 51, 52 (FIG. 1) are
used by end users, sensors, intelligent agents, or various
combinations thereof The smart network node 30 (FIGS. 1
and 3) stores features received from any of the edge entity
nodes 50, 51, 52 (FIG. 1) in an information profiles database
208 (FIG. 3). These features may be conceptualized, for
example, as requirements or specifications. Thus, the infor-
mation profiles database 208 represents a repository of
information profiles that a SmartNIC-equipped network
node 30 (FIGS. 1 and 3) consults before deciding what
action to take regarding an incoming packet 205 as, for
example, deciding how the incoming packet 205 is to be
distributed. In response to the receipt of the features, the
SmartNIC-equipped network node 30 (FIGS. 1 and 3)
performs a deep packet inspection (DPI) 213 on incoming
network traffic, such as an incoming packet 205 received
over an ingress interface 201, to extract the value parameter
and the operational context from the incoming packet 205.
The value parameter and the operational context were dis-
cussed previously in connection with FIG. 1. According to
some embodiments, the aforementioned DPI functionality is
performed by a general processor unit. However, according
to other embodiments, the DPI functionality is performed by
special-purpose hardware such as a SmartNIC as discussed
previously.

Based upon the DPI 213, a packet action 215 is performed
which specifies the manner in which the incoming packet
205 is to be distributed. More specifically, the packet action
215 determines how the incoming packet 205 should be
handled, processed, forwarded, or various combinations
thereof. The packet action 215 also determines how much
network resources should be dedicated to the incoming
packet 205. In the example of FIG. 3, the incoming packet
205 is distributed by the packet action 215 to an egress
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interface 203 as a first outgoing packet 206 on a first subnet
(subnet-1) and a second outgoing packet 207 on a second
subnet (subnet-2).

The combination of DPI 213 in conjunction with context
and value awareness of end users and entities provides a
mechanism that is responsive to the dynamic needs of these
end users and entities. The DPI 213 also provides a mecha-
nism for dynamically changing the characteristics of infor-
mation flow. For example, instead of sending full-motion
video to a large group of end users, only certain specific key
frames are sent to a subset of the large group of end users.
The packet processing and transmission processes per-
formed using the DPI 213 and the packet action 215 are
implemented by utilizing a data path of the smart network
node 30. The information profiles database 208 (along with
any of various processes of operating) uses the control path
of the smart network node 30.

Machine-readable representations of the information pro-
files stored in the information profiles database 208 are
distributed through one or more smart network nodes, such
as the smart network node 30 or any other node that is
equipped with the SmartNIC such as, for example, network
node 33 (FIG. 1). In response to the information profiles, the
smart network node 30 balances the information flows
passing through the plurality of network nodes 30, 31, 32,
33, 34. This balancing procedure can be implemented using
techniques such as hardware-assist accelerators to inspect
and interpret information fields in a packet at wire speeds.
With the help of the smart network node 30, any network
nodes 31, 32, 33, 34 that are smart network nodes can
determine whether information carried in a packet payload
of the incoming packet 205 relates to any information need
of'a task as defined by a task information profile stored in the
information profiles database 208.

Should the incoming packet 205 (or a collection of
incoming packets) be found to contain information related to
a task’s information profile, for example, the temperature at
location A is less or equal to 55° F., the smart network node
30 can take an action on the incoming packet 205 based on
this task information profile and other task information
profiles which the smart network node 30 may access. A
collection of related incoming packets may be a sequence of
affiliated packets, such as a sequence of packets that cover
a video frame with, for example, a truck moving through a
scene.

FIG. 4 is a flowchart that illustrates an exemplary opera-
tional sequence by which the exemplary smart network node
30 (FIGS. 1 and 3) implements and practices the embodi-
ments of the invention. The operational sequence com-
mences at block 401 where one or more features associated
with information to be transported by a communications
network are distributed. The one or more features are
indicative of at least one characteristic or category for the
information, and the one or more features are also indicative
of a value parameter for the information. The communica-
tions network includes a plurality of end nodes intercon-
nected via a plurality of network nodes, wherein the one or
more features are specified at an end node of the plurality of
end nodes for receipt by a network node of the plurality of
network nodes.

The operational sequence of FIG. 4 progresses to block
403 where, responsive to the one or more distributed fea-
tures, the plurality of network nodes are configured, illus-
tratively by provisioning the plurality of network nodes. The
provisioning may, but need not, include storing a state and
creating one or more decision rules for processing informa-
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tion flows of incoming packets arriving or expected to arrive
at any of the plurality of network nodes 30, 31, 32, 33, 34
(FIG. 1).

Next, at block 405 (FIG. 4), the information is distributed
using the provisioned plurality of network nodes. The dis-
tribution of block 405 is performed by taking an action on
an incoming packet 205 (FIG. 3) or collection of incoming
packets. The action is applied to information that is received
in accordance with provisioned operations. Alternatively or
additionally, the action is applied to information that is
expected to be received but that is not received. This action
may include any of dropping one or more packets, delaying
transmission of one or more packets, selecting one or more
alternative transmission interfaces, or selecting which of a
plurality of incoming packets or incoming packet streams
should be transmitted first (priority scheduling) over other
incoming packets or incoming packet streams. The priority
scheduling may, but need not, be based upon one or more
features or information about one or more edge entity nodes
50, 51, 52 (FIG. 1).

Additionally or alternatively, the actions of block 405
(FIG. 4) may include any of processing the content of one
or more packets prior to sending these one or more packets
downstream, illustratively to provide content aggregation
such as averaging the values of a parameter acquired
through observation (for example, temperature, air pressure,
etc.). Alternatively or additionally, the actions may include
changing an underlying network configuration, such as one
or more of wireless transmit power or wireless transmission
rate. The underlying network configuration may, but need
not, be based upon one or more features or information
about one or more edge entity nodes 50, 51, 52 (FIG. 1).

Additionally or alternatively, these actions may include
any of replicating (for multicast) the packet and its contents,
or replicating over multiple interfaces and network modali-
ties (for increased reliability), downgrading the quality of an
image, configuring a network interface so that the content
can be transmitted with higher fidelity and range, or padding
the content with error correction codes for improved robust-
ness. The smart network node 30 may also provide feedback
to its upstream nodes and even the information source (i.e.,
information provider node 40 (FIG. 1)) about the action or
actions the smart network node 30 takes on the content of
packets it transmits downstream. This feedback could be in
addition to a regular per-packet-level feedback that a net-
work node may customarily send upon receipt of a packet
from an upstream node. As a result, an upstream node may
replay (all the way from the information source), or retrans-
mit (from an upstream node) a video feed since, for example,
timestamp T (because of packet loss related to this time-
stamp), but only under certain conditions, say, if motion of
a truck is present.

As should be appreciated by one skilled in the art, aspects
of the present invention may be embodied as a method, a
computer-readable memory, a data processing system, a
semiconductor device for implementing a smart network
node, or as a combination of these. Accordingly, aspects of
the present invention may take the form of an entirely
hardware embodiment, an entirely software embodiment
(including firmware, resident software, micro-code, etc.) or
an embodiment combining software and hardware aspects
that may all generally be referred to herein as a “circuit”,
“device”, “module” or “system”. Furthermore, aspects of the
present invention may take the form of a computer program
product embodied in one or more computer readable medi-
um(s) having computer readable program code embodied
thereon.
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Any combination of one or more computer readable
medium(s) may be utilized. The computer readable medium
may be a computer readable signal medium or a computer
readable storage medium. A computer readable storage
medium may be, for example, but not limited to, an elec-
tronic, magnetic, optical, electromagnetic, infrared, or semi-
conductor system, apparatus, or device, or any suitable
combination of the foregoing. More specific examples (a
non-exhaustive list) of the computer readable storage
medium would include the following: an electrical connec-
tion having one or more wires, a portable computer diskette,
a hard disk, a random access memory (RAM), a read-only
memory (ROM), an erasable programmable read-only
memory (EPROM or Flash memory), an optical fiber, a
portable compact disc read-only memory (CD-ROM), an
optical storage device, a magnetic storage device, or any
suitable combination of the foregoing. In the context of this
document a computer readable storage medium may be any
tangible, non-transitory medium that can contain, or store a
program for use by or in connection with an instruction
execution system, apparatus, or device.

A computer readable signal medium may include a propa-
gated data signal with computer readable program code
embodied therein, for example, in baseband or as part of a
carrier wave. Such a propagated signal may take any of a
variety of forms, including, but not limited to, electro-
magnetic, optical, or any suitable combination thereof. A
computer readable signal medium may be any computer
readable medium that is not a computer readable storage
medium and that can communicate, propagate, or transport
a program for use by or in connection with an instruction
execution system, apparatus, or device.

Program code embodied on a computer readable medium
may be transmitted using any appropriate medium, includ-
ing but not limited to wireless, wireline, optical fiber cable,
RF, etc., or any suitable combination of the foregoing.

Computer program code for carrying out operations for
aspects of the present invention may be written in any
combination of one or more programming languages,
including an object oriented programming language such as
Java, Smalltalk, C++ or the like and conventional procedural
programming languages, such as the “C” programming
language or similar programming languages. The program
code may execute entirely on the computer, partly on the
computer, as a stand-alone software package, partly on the
computer and partly on a remote computer or entirely on the
remote computer or server. In the latter scenario, the remote
computer may be connected to the computer through any
type of network, including a local area network (LAN) or a
wide area network (WAN), or the connection may be made
to an external computer (for example, through the Internet
using an Internet Service Provider).

Aspects of the present invention are described with ref-
erence to flowchart illustrations and/or block diagrams of
methods, devices, apparatuses, systems and computer pro-
gram products according to embodiments of the invention.
It will be understood that each block of the flowchart
illustrations and/or block diagrams, and combinations of
blocks in the flowchart illustrations and/or block diagrams,
can be implemented by computer program instructions.
These computer program instructions may be provided to a
processor of a general purpose computer, special purpose
computer, or other programmable data processing apparatus
to produce a machine, such that the instructions, which
execute via the processor of the computer or other program-
mable data processing apparatus, create means for imple-
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menting the functions/acts specified in the flowchart and/or
block diagram block or blocks.

These computer program instructions may also be stored
in a computer readable medium that can direct a computer,
other programmable data processing apparatus, or other
devices to function in a particular manner, such that the
instructions stored in the computer readable medium pro-
duce an article of manufacture including instructions which
implement the function/act specified in the flowchart and/or
block diagram block or blocks.

The computer program instructions may also be loaded
onto a computer, other programmable data processing appa-
ratus, or other devices to cause a series of operational steps
to be performed on the computer, other programmable
apparatus or other devices to produce a computer imple-
mented process such that the instructions which execute on
the computer or other programmable apparatus provide
processes for implementing the functions/acts specified in
the flowchart and/or block diagram block or blocks.

The flowcharts and block diagrams in the Figures illus-
trate the architecture, functionality, and operation of possible
implementations of systems, methods and computer pro-
gram products according to various embodiments of the
present invention. In this regard, each block in the flowchart
or block diagrams may represent a module, segment, or
portion of code, which comprises one or more executable
instructions for implementing the specified logical
function(s). It should also be noted that, in some alternative
implementations, the functions noted in the block may occur
out of the order noted in the figures. For example, two blocks
shown in succession may, in fact, be executed substantially
concurrently, or the blocks may sometimes be executed in
the reverse order, depending upon the functionality
involved. It will also be noted that each block of the block
diagrams and/or flowchart illustration, and combinations of
blocks in the block diagrams and/or flowchart illustration,
can be implemented by special purpose hardware-based
systems that perform the specified functions or acts, or
combinations of special purpose hardware and computer
instructions.

The terminology used herein is for the purpose of describ-
ing particular embodiments only and is not intended to be
limiting of the invention. As used herein, the singular forms
“a”, “an” and “the” are intended to include the plural forms
as well, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise. It will
be further understood that the terms “comprises” and/or
“comprising,” when used in this specification, specify the
presence of stated features, integers, steps, operations, ele-
ments, and/or components, but do not preclude the presence
or addition of one or more other features, integers, steps,
operations, elements, components, and/or groups thereof.

The corresponding structures, materials, acts, and equiva-
lents of all means or step plus function elements in the
claims below are intended to include any structure, material,
or act for performing the function in combination with other
claimed elements as specifically claimed. The description of
the present invention has been presented for purposes of
illustration and description, but is not intended to be exhaus-
tive or limited to the invention in the form disclosed. Many
modifications and variations will be apparent to those of
ordinary skill in the art without departing from the scope and
spirit of the invention. The embodiment was chosen and
described in order to best explain the principles of the
invention and the practical application, and to enable others
of ordinary skill in the art to understand the invention for
various embodiments with various modifications as are
suited to the particular use contemplated.
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As such, various modifications and adaptations may
become apparent to those skilled in the relevant arts in view
of the foregoing description, when read in conjunction with
the accompanying drawings and the appended claims. As
but some examples, the use of other similar or equivalent
mathematical expressions may be used by those skilled in
the art. However, all such and similar modifications of the
teachings of this invention will still fall within the scope of
this invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A computer-readable memory containing computer
program instructions, wherein the execution of the computer
program instructions by at least one data processor results in
performance of operations which comprise:

receiving one or more features associated with informa-

tion to be transported by a communications network
that includes a plurality of end nodes interconnected via
a plurality of network nodes, wherein the one or more
features are specified at an end node for receipt by a
network node;

responsive to the one or more received features, config-

uring at least a portion of the communications network
to perform actions on information based upon the
features;

receiving the information using the plurality of network

nodes; and

based at least on the received features and the configuring,

performing one or more actions with the information

wherein one or more actions comprise distributing the

information to one or more edge entity nodes in accor-

dance with the configuring and the received features,

wherein the distributing of the information further
comprises selecting which of a plurality of incoming
packets or incoming packet streams to transmit first
over other incoming packets or incoming packet
streams,

wherein the distributing of the information further
comprises changing an underlying network configu-
ration, and

wherein the underlying network configuration is
changed based upon the one or more features.

2. The computer-readable memory of claim 1 further
comprising computer program instructions for performing
the configuring by creating one or more decision rules for
processing one or more incoming packets transporting said
information and arriving or expected to arrive at any of the
plurality of network nodes, wherein the one or more features
are indicative of at least one characteristic or category for the
information, and wherein the one or more features are
indicative of a value parameter for the information.

3. The computer-readable memory of claim 1 further
comprising computer program instructions for performing
the distributing of the information by selecting one or more
alternative transmission interfaces for the information.

4. The computer-readable memory of claim 1 further
comprising computer program instructions for performing
the distributing of the information by dropping a packet.

5. The computer-readable memory of claim 1 further
comprising computer program instructions for performing
the distributing of the information by transforming data.

6. The computer-readable memory of claim 1 further
comprising computer program instructions for performing
the distributing of the information by padding data with
error correction codes.

7. The computer-readable memory of claim 1 wherein the
selecting is based upon the one or more features.
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8. The computer-readable memory of claim 1 wherein the
selecting is based upon information received from any of the
plurality of end nodes.

9. The computer-readable memory of claim 1 wherein the
changing an underlying network configuration comprises
changing a wireless transmit power.

10. The computer-readable memory of claim 1 wherein
the changing an underlying network configuration com-
prises changing a wireless transmission rate.

11. The computer-readable memory of claim 9 wherein
the underlying network configuration is changed based upon
information received from any of the plurality of end nodes.

12. A data processing system that comprises at least one
data processor connected with at least one memory that
stores computer program instructions for:

distributing one or more features associated with infor-

mation to be transported by a communications network
that includes a plurality of end nodes interconnected via
a plurality of network nodes, wherein the one or more
features are specified at an end node of the plurality of
end nodes for receipt by a network node of the plurality
of network nodes;

responsive to the one or more distributed features, con-

figuring the plurality of network nodes; and

distributing the information using the configured plurality

of network nodes; wherein the one or more features are

indicative of at least one characteristic or category for

the information,

wherein the one or more features are indicative of a
value parameter for the information,

wherein the distributing of the information further
comprises selecting which of a plurality of incoming
packets or incoming packet streams to transmit first
over other incoming packets or incoming packet
streams,

wherein the distributing of the information further
comprises changing an underlying network configu-
ration, and

wherein the underlying network configuration is
changed based upon the one or more features.

13. The data processing system of claim 12 further
comprising computer program instructions for performing
the configuring by creating one or more decision rules for
processing one or more incoming packets transporting said
information and arriving or expected to arrive at any of the
plurality of network nodes.

14. The data processing system of claim 12 further
comprising computer program instructions for performing
the distributing of the information by selecting one or more
alternative transmission interfaces for the information.

15. The data processing system of claim 12 further
comprising computer program instructions for performing
the distributing of the information by dropping a packet.

16. The data processing system of claim 12 further
comprising computer program instructions for performing
the distributing of the information by downsampling.

17. The data processing system of claim 12 further
comprising computer program instructions for performing
the distributing of the information by upsampling.

18. The data processing system of claim 12 further
comprising computer program instructions for performing
the distributing of the information by padding data with
error correction codes.

19. The data processing system of claim 12 wherein the
selecting is based upon the one or more features.
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20. The data processing system of claim 12 wherein at
least one of the plurality of network nodes is implemented
using a smart network node capable of performing wire-
speed processing.

21. The data processing system of claim 12 wherein the
changing an underlying network configuration comprises
changing a wireless transmit power.

22. The data processing system of claim 12 wherein the
changing an underlying network configuration comprises
changing a wireless transmission rate.

23. A method comprising:

determining an operational context;

distributing, by a communications network comprising a

plurality of end nodes interconnected via a plurality of

network nodes, one or more features associated with

information to be transported,

wherein the one or more features are specified at an end
node of the plurality of end nodes for receipt by a
network node of the plurality of network nodes, and

wherein the determined operational context is used to
control the information transport corresponding to
the one or more features;
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responsive to the one or more distributed features, con-
figuring the plurality of network nodes; and
distributing the information using the configured plurality
of network nodes,
wherein the one or more features are indicative of at
least one characteristic or category for the informa-
tion,
wherein the one or more features are indicative of a
value parameter for the information,
wherein the distributing of the information further
comprises selecting which of a plurality of incoming
packets or incoming packet streams to transmit first
over other incoming packets or incoming packet
streams,
wherein the distributing of the information further
comprises changing an underlying network configu-
ration, and
wherein the underlying network configuration is
changed based upon the one or more features.
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